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leader of the bar there in 1789.   He had written an address
to the Bordelais during the electoral period, and had acquired
such a reputation for political .knowledge that he would have
been elected a deputy to the States-General in 1789 if he had
not been considered too young by the electors.     He  had
adopted austere Republican principles, and came up to Paris
with the intention of using all his efforts to bring about a
Republic.   He at once joined the Jacobin Club, and soon
showed his ability there, for he was immediately elected a
member of the committee of the club.   He allied himself with
Brissot, who obtained great influence over him, and it was
through Guadet that Brissot influenced Vergniaud himself,
Armand Gensonn^, a friend of Guadet's, and an abler though
quieter man, was born at Bordeaux in 1758.   In that city ho
had not made so great a reputation as Guadet or Vcrgniaud,
but he was considered, and rightly, to be a more profound
lawyer than either of the two more brilliant advocate^1 and
his reputation caused him to be elected, in 1791, a judge of the
Supreme Court of Appeal by the Gironde.   He had greatly
interested himself in the affairs of San Domingo; and on
behalf of the merchants of Bordeaux, whose prosperity de-
pended greatly upon that of the colony, he had sent in to the
Constituent Assembly a memoir proving that the freedom of
the negroes would be advantageous to the colonies.   The Con-
stituent Assembly was favourably impressed by his memoir,
and gave him a mission to examine the feelings with which
the people regarded the "insermentes " priests in the depart-
ments of the west of France.   He presented his report fco the
Legislative Assembly, and from that time was recognised an
an authority in the Assembly on the question of the clergy,

The party of the Enrages was very small, but made up for
its small numbers by its noisiness and vigour. The throe
most conspicuous members of this group were men of very
different qualities and very different education; all vigorous,
but not all equally honest. Undoubtedly the ablest of them,

1 Le JBarreau de Bordeaux de 1775 d 1815, by H. Chauvot, pp. 10W 1)9,
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